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Abstract 

Employment generation and poverty eradication can only be possible and 
successful if Nigerians would collectively embrace entrepreneurship 
education.  Whenever, there is growth and development the agent of change 
has been entrepreneurship. The study tested hypotheses on the relationship 
between entrepreneurial education/training and poverty eradication. The 
study was based on a sample of 209 graduating students of Delta State 
Polytechnic, Ozoro, Oghara and Ogwashi-uku. The research instrument was 
a questionnaire. Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) technique was used to 
analyze the data. It was discovered that a higher proportion of Delta State 
Polytechnic students have entrepreneurial intention. The recommendations 
were made based on the research findings. Young men and women should be 
encouraged to be independent minded and be exposed to a worthy profession 
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 at their tender age. This noble task could be best achieved during their 
elementary school days.  Career guidance and counseling should be 
introduced in elementary school. The society should encourage the virtue of 
hard work and discourage indolence. The government should strengthen our 
infrastructure to allow genuine entrepreneurs to achieve success in their area 
of interest.  

 
 

Unemployment is a hydra-headed monster which exists in most nations of the 
world especially in Nigeria. Ozohu-Suleiman (2006) notes that Nigerian youth are 
trapped by unemployment. Zakaria (2006) believed that “the rising tide of 
unemployment and the fear of a bleak future among the youth in African countries 
have made them vulnerable to the manipulations. Zakaria (2006) strongly believed that 
the absence of job opportunities in developing countries most especially in Nigeria is 
responsible for youth restiveness with disastrous consequences, and this can be solved 
through entrepreneurship education. Entrepreneurship education seeks to provide the 
knowledge, skills and motivation to encourage owning ones business and managing it 
in order to succeed and be self-reliant (Ijaiya 2014). Entrepreneurship focuses on 
realization of an opportunity and exploring it for personal gains and national wealth 
(Johnson, Golley, Oyibo-Edwin 2014) thereby generating employment for the masses 
and eradicating poverty from the country.  
 

The entrepreneur is the driving force behind economic development.  Japan 
and United States of America are economically developed because of effective and 
efficient entrepreneurial activities.  What then or who is the entrepreneur?  Collins 
General Business Dictionary sees an entrepreneur as a person who on his own account 
undertakes the financial risk and who makes the policy of the business. According to 
Inegbenebor (2006), the entrepreneur is an individual who perceives needs, conceives 
goods and services to satisfy the needs, organizes factors of production and creates and 
markets the products. Anyanwu (1999) note that the entrepreneur combines resources 
introduces new techniques of production and distribution and manages the enterprise. 
The entrepreneur who creates something for the first time is a highly driven individual 
motivated by his work and personal ideas and will do anything to ensure the survival 
and growth of the business being created to make it more commercially feasible 
(Hisrich & Peters, 2005). The entrepreneur vision for growth commitment to 
constructive change, persistence to gather necessary resources and energy to achieve 
unusual result should be supported by a growing economy (Holt, 2005). 
 

In most advanced countries, the emphasis is on education of most citizens’ 
since this is regarded as one of the fundamental human rights.  In such countries 
seldom do the leaders provide employment to all the educated people but they do have 
programmes to provide jobs for the greater percentage of the people.  The situation is 
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not different in Nigeria; recently, Nigeria evolved the National Economic 
Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS) which is described as a home 
grown medium term development and poverty reduction plan.  Institutions such as the 
National Directorate of Employment (NDE), the defunct Nigeria Industrial 
Development Bank (NIDB) and the Nigeria Bank for Commerce and Industry (NBCI) 
had programmes for entrepreneurship development. However, these programmes have 
always been short-lived and have had minimal impact on the Nigeria economy 
(Inegbenebor, 2006). 
 

According to Ekpeyong (1988:139) the delivery of entrepreneurship 
development programmes in Nigeria is poor as “a variety of teachers are hurriedly 
assembled and given materials also hurriedly written.  The period of training is often 
inadequate and follow-up activities are neglected”. 
 

The situation is such that most Nigerian graduates remain unemployed years 
after graduation to the disgust of parents, friends and relations Dabalen, Oni and 
Adekola (2000) studied the labour market prospects of graduates in Nigeria and found 
that unemployment rate to be around 25% while their prospects for employment have 
worsened over time. 
 
 A country is said to be poor because their government limit the economic 
freedom which would allow free enterprise to prosper.  It is better that the economy is 
supported by its own small and medium size enterprise (Inegbenebor & Ogunrin , 
2008).  Historically, whenever development has been initiated and sustained the agents 
of change have been entrepreneurs (Bhatt 1986:48 as cited by Anyanwu). 
 
Statement of problem 
 Entrepreneurship education is aimed at promoting awareness of self 
employment as a career option, and equipping individuals with the skills, knowledge 
and attitudes required for effective business ownership; Despite the fact that 
entrepreneurship has been so popular, students and other citizens exposed to 
entrepreneurship education conclude their programmes and still seek salary 
employment which is very few and sometimes, not available in the case of the Nigerian 
society. What could be the factors responsible for their action? 
 

Based on the above, this study tends to ascertain the factors responsible for 
these entrepreneurial trained personnel action for not being able to generate 
employment for themselves and others through the knowledge of entrepreneurship 
acquired thereby, eradicating poverty from Nigeria. 
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Objectives of the Study 
The objective is to test if Delta State Polytechnic students and others exposed 

to entrepreneurship education have entrepreneurial intention to generate employment 
and eradicate poverty.  
 
Research Questions 
The following are the research question that is carried out in this research work 
1. To what extent does the entrepreneurial education/training stimulate 

entrepreneurial intention of the polytechnic graduate and others to generate job 
and eradicate poverty? 

 
Statement of Hypotheses 

The following is the research hypothesis on the research question to know the 
percentage that the question that was put forward stimulates entrepreneurial intention 
Ho: There is no significant relationship between entrepreneurial education/training and 

poverty eradication 
 
Hi: There is significant relationship between entrepreneurial education/training and 

poverty eradication 
 
Significance of the Study 
 This research work would enable Polytechnic graduates and other Nigerian 
Youths to have career choice, be creative, innovative and self reliant.   
 
Scope of the Study 

The population of the study is made up of Higher National Diploma (HND) 
graduating students of Delta State Polytechnic students. The interest of this group in 
terms of skills and knowledge appears to be excellent as candidates who venture out 
for job creation through entrepreneurship.   
 
Literature Review 

Employment Generation is creating job opportunities for unemployed citizens 
of a particular nation in order to be gainfully employed to contribute to the wealth of 
the nation and to the standard of living of the people. Mustapha (2013) defines 
employment generation as a situation where people who are willing and capable of 
working are able to find employment/jobs.  
 

Poverty is a state of being poor. That is, when people have little or no material 
means of surviving—little or no food, shelter, clothes, healthcare, education, and other 
physical means of living and improving one's life. Some definitions of poverty are 
relative rather than absolute; poverty reduction would not be considered to apply to 
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measures which resulted in absolute decreases in living standards (Wikipedia, 2014). 
Preece & Houghton, (2000) see Poverty as a human condition characterized by 
sustained or chronic deprivation of the resources capabilities, choices, security and 
power necessary for enjoyment of living and other civil, cultural, economic, political 
and social rights.  
 

Poverty eradication/reduction measures are means of raising the standard of 
living, or are intended to raise, enabling the poor to create wealth for themselves as a 
means for ending poverty forever. Poverty eradication means removing the obstacles 
that have brought about poverty thereby improving the living conditions of people who 
are already poor.  A declaration by the Dean, School of Business and Finance (SBF) 
University of the Western Cape of South Africa stated that Entrepreneurship is not a 
way to escape poverty; it is a way of fighting it”.   
 
Entrepreneurship Education 

Entrepreneurship education is a programme which helps to change the way 
people think about business, Omaghomi, Ekaruwa & Matthew, (2011). Adiotomire et 
el (2008) believed that a vibrant economy is the driving force of proper entrepreneurial 
training and practice. Entrepreneurship education seeks to provide the knowledge, 
skills and motivation to encourage entrepreneurial success and self-reliance (Ijaiya, 
2014). Entrepreneurship education focuses on realization of opportunity.  One good 
aspect of Entrepreneurship is that, it contributes to the growth of the economy. 
Economic growth has the indirect potential to alleviate poverty, as a result of a 
simultaneous increase in employment opportunities and increased labour productivity. 
According To Mustapha  (2013), Roles of Entrepreneurship to Economic Development 
are: 
 
1. Employment Generation/Reduction of Unemployment 

Unemployment refers to a situation where people who are willing and capable of 
working are unable to find employment/jobs to do. It is one of the macro-economic 
problems which every responsible government is expected to monitor and regulate. 
The process of entrepreneurship activity reducing unemployment situation in the 
economy is termed “Schumpeter effect”. It has been observed that,  unemployment is 
negatively related to new-firm startups, that is, as new businesses are established 
employment of resources is stimulated and unemployment reduces substantially. In the 
same vein, it was noted that high unemployment in the society is associated with a low 
degree of entrepreneurial activities, that is, where propensity to set up enterprises is 
low; the rate of unemployment would be very high. The implication of the above 
assertions is that those who are unemployed tend to remain so because they possess 
lower endowments of human capital and entrepreneurial talents required to start and 
sustain new firms to keep them going. 

Employment Generation and Poverty Eradication through Entrepreneurship Education: A 
Study of Delta State Polytechnic, Otefe – Oghara 
 



6 
 

2. Wealth Creation and Poverty Reduction 
Entrepreneurship enables individuals to use their potentials and energies to create 
wealth through the creation of goods and services. Poverty is a condition of living 
that is characterized by lack of the basic necessities of life. One of the major cause 
of poverty is unemployment  and since entrepreneurship is preoccupied with 
employment generation, then by extension the generation of employment will 
therefore reduce the level of poverty. Wealth if created will definately reduce the 
incidence of poverty by empowering the citizens and increasing their access to 
basic necessities of life (food, clothing, shelter, security and education) 
 

3. Reduction in Rural - Urban Migration: The burgeoning problems of urban un 
employment and population congestion owing to the rapid rural urban drift find its 
ultimate solution in the restoration of a proper balance between urban and rural 
economic opportunity. Rural entrepreneurial activity in generating employment is 
the for link achieving this balance. 
 

4. Reduction of Crime Rate: It is strongly believed that unemployment is 
responsible to a large extent for the level of social complication of armed robbery, 
political thuggery, drugs peddling, prostitution, money laundering, currency 
counterfeiting, e-mail scam, and other such related crimes. When individuals are 
unable to satisfy their needs, most often, frustration occurs. These frustrations 
breed fraudulent practices. Employment generation therefore will reduce the level 
of frustration and consequently, crime rate. 
 

5. Raising the Standard of Living: Entrepreneurship through job and wealth 
creation raises the standard of living of people. Owing to higher income earning 
and availability of disposable income, they can therefore, afford the basic 
necessities of life such as housing, clothing and food, education, good health care 
delivery, etc. 
 

6. Rural Development: Rural enterprises through employment generation stimulate 
rural development and the achievement of a meaningful level of broad economic 
development. It decreases inequality in distribution of rural income and reduces 
urban-rural imbalances in income and economic opportunities. 
 

7. Encouraging Capital Formation: One factor responsible for the poor state of an 
Economy is low capital formation. When individuals are employed, they can afford 
to save out of their disposable income. Entrepreneurs can therefore, facilitate the 
use of these savings thereby stimulating capital formation, which is the engine of 
economic growth and development. 
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8. Skills Acquisition and Increase in the Level of Productivity: Employment 
generated through entrepreneurship can be a training ground where individual 
acquires and develops skills for creativity leading to a general increase in the 
level of productivity. 

 
Research Design 

A research design is the framework or a blueprint for a research (Egbule and 
Okobia, 2008). The research design of this work is descriptive survey.  A questionnaire 
was designed to elicit information from respondents. 

 
Population of the Study 

The population for this study comprises of students of Delta State Polytechnic 
Otefe - Oghara. The population of the study is Five hundred and twenty three (523) 
students This is made up of 211 students of Business Administration and Management, 
170 students of Accountancy Department, and 142 students of the Banking and 
Finance Department 
 
Sampling Techniques 

The sampling technique adopted in this study is the quota sampling technique 
which is a non-probability sampling technique in which the researcher selects some 
students from the population with the requisite characteristic (Egbule and Okobia, 
2008).   The students in their different category will be represented in the sample. 
 

As already explained, under the sampling technique, the sample size will be 
determined by the Taro Yamene’s formular while each category of student’s 
representation in the a simple will be determined by Bowley’s population allocation 
formular. 

                    푛
푁

1 +푁(푒)2
 

n = sample size 
N = Population 
e = Level of significance 
                    푛 ( . ) = 푛

.
 

n = 227 
Bowley’s population allocation formular 

푛 =
푛푁ℎ
푁

 
For 211 Business Administration and Management 

211
523

푥
227

1
= 91.58 ≅ 91 
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For 170 Accountancy 
170
523

푥
227

1
= 73.78 ≅ 74 

For 142 Banking and Finance 
142
523

푥
227

1
= 61.63 ≅ 62 

     
 

In the course of these research two sources of data collection is used. They are 
the primary and secondary sources of data collection. Primary data will be sourced 
directly from the students of Delta State Polytechnic, Otefe - Oghara and will involve 
questionnaire, while the Secondary data is made up of relevant literatures. 
 
Method of Data Analysis 

ANOVA (Analysis of Variance) was used in testing the hypothesis. ANOVA 
was used to enable the researcher establish if there is a relationship between 
Employment generation and poverty eradication with the aid entrepreneurial education. 
The SPSS statistical software was used to expedite the data analysis and computer 
simulations.  
 
Data Presentation 

Questionnaires were administered to 227 students of the Delta State 
Polytechnic. Out of the 227 questionnaires distributed only 209 were returned  
Table 1 
Entrepreneurial Intention of Respondents by Sex 

Intention Male Female Total Percentage of 
respondents with 
and without 
intention 

With Intention 85(75.22%) 58(60.42%) 143 68.42% 
Without 
intention 

12(10.62%) 9(9.37%) 21 10.05% 

Undecided 16(14.16%) 29(30.21%) 45 21.53% 
Total 113(100%) 96(100%) 209 100% 

Source:  Field Survey 2014 
 

From table above, male respondents with intention were 85 or 75.22% while 
female respondents with intention were 58 or 60.42%.  Males without intention were 
12 or 10.62% while female respondents without intention are 9 or 9.37%.  Males 
undecided are 16 or 14.16% while female respondents that were undecided were 29 or 
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30.21%. The data shows that respondents with intention are more in number than those 
without intention. 
 
Table 2: Analysis of Variance 

Male 
Xi  

Male 
xi

2    
Female 
x1  

Female 
xi

2    
85 7225 58 3364 
12 144 9 81 
16 256 29 841 
113 7625 96 4286 

Source:  Field Survey 2014 
 

The hypothesis is that, there is significant relationship between entrepreneurial 
education/training and poverty eradication and to find this, the researchers have to 
calculate the F – ratio and use it to test for the significant difference.  
 

With f- calculated as 0.05 and Table value of F  - 6.61 given the degree of 
freedom at 1, 5 and α = 0.05, the researchers therefore reject the null hypothesis,  and 
therefore conclude that there is relationship between entrepreneurial education/training 
and poverty eradication  
 
Discussion of Findings 

The findings of this research show that Delta State Polytechnic, students have 
entrepreneurial intention; their intention is as a result of entrepreneurial 
training/education that they had from the polytechnic; which will help to eradicate 
poverty from Nigeria. The findings confirm the assertions of scholars like Davidson 
(1989), Storey (1994) cited by Inegbenebor and Ogunrin (2008), Anyanwu (1999), 
Inegbenebor (2006) and Omaghomi (2010). 
 
Conclusion 

Delta State Polytechnic students have entrepreneurial intention and this 
resulted from entrepreneurship education they received from the polytechnic. 
Entrepreneurship has been recorgnized as an important  Economic activity that is 
involved in providing unique opportunity for owning and managing one’s own 
business. In the process of doing things, the entrepreneur will be playing the role of  
employment generation, wealth creation, poverty alleviation among others, which is 
therefore considered to be the engine for growth and development especially in 
developing countries like Nigeria (Mustapha, 2013). Based on its vital role in 
economic development, governments, non governmental organizations, community 
based organizations and other stake holders should promote its development in order to 
reap its full benefits. 
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Recommendations 
The following recommendations are made based on the research findings. 

1. Young men and women should be encouraged to be independent minded and 
to be exposed to a worthy profession at their tender age. This noble task could 
be best achieved during their elementary school days. Career guidance and 
counseling should be introduced in elementary schools. 

 
2. The society should encourage the virtue of hard work and discourage 

indolence. The government should strengthen infrastructure to allow genuine 
entrepreneurs to achieve success in their area of interest. They should also 
bring corruption to a minimum as these distort the value system of the society. 
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ni = 3      n2    = 3    
xi = 113     x2  = 96 
xi

2 = 7625     x2
2 = 4286 

x I = 37.7     x2     = 32 
ss1 = x2 – ( )  
x2 = x1

2 + x2
2 

= 7625 + 4286 
=11911 
N=n1 + n2  = 3 + 3 
=6 
x = x1 + x2 
=113 + 96 
=209 
Ss1 =11911-  ( )  
=11911 – 43681 
11911-7280.2 
Ss1= 4630.8 
Ssb =  ( )  + ( ) −  ( )  

=   ( )  + ( ) −  ( )  

=   + −   
=4256.3 + 3072 – 7280.2 
=7328.3 – 7280.2 
ssb 48.1 
ssw = x1

2 -  ( )  +x1
2- ( )  

=7625 -( ) + 4286 – ( )  
=7625 – 42563 + 4286 – 3072 
=3368.7 + 1214 
ssw = 4582.7 
OR 

Mary Ebele Onwuka (Ph.D); Patience Itabita Johnson and Republic O. Igbodo 
 



13 
 

ssw = ss1 - ssb 
= 4630.8 – 48.1 
=4582.7 
F- Ratio =  

Msb =  = . = 48.1 

Msw =  = .  
=916.54 
Hence FR =

.

.
= 48.1 

=0.05247 
F calculated = 0.05 
Table value of F = 6.61 
Degree of freedom at 1 and 5 
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